Cocoa-nut oil is used for the manufacture of marine soaps, because, unlike all other kinds, it is not rendered insoluble by brine, and therefore will produce lather when used with sea water.
The largest factory in the world is near Paris, where there is an annual product of 20,000,000 quills. The factory was started to make quill pens, but when these went out of use it was turned into a toothpick mill.
Women should especially note that the garter is objectionable, as causing a congestion of the blood, which, even without this accessory, requires to be guarded against under certain conditions. It is better to wear long stockings, and to keep them in position by suspenders. Some The rationale of the cleansing action of soap is as follows : The dirt adhering to the body is mostly composed of dust and other extraneous matter combined with the perspiration and the greasy excretion from the skin. When ordinary hard soap is brought into contact with water it is decomposed and gives up part of its soda, which unites with and removes from the skin the unctuous dirt thus rendered miscible in the water used for washing. As the more the liberated soda is diluted the less will be its caustic effect on the skin, it is clear that a liberal supply of water should accompany the use of soap in .personal ablution. , Paul Noirot, of Paris, is the patentee of a new method of preparing extract of coffee which is said to yield a very satisfactory product. Roasted and ground coffee of the best quality is treated with boiling water in the usual manner, and the infusion caused to freeze by appropriate refrigerating apparatus.
The ice crystals are rapidly crushed and separated in a centrifugal machine from the dense accompanying extract, which does not itself freeze. This extract, which is thus freed from about ninety per cent, of its aqueous constituent, is then completely deprived of water in a vacuum apparatus, and the residue made into tablets or cakes.
The comparative freedom of the English race from myopia may be regarded as being due in great measure to the habits of their ancestors for many generations past. Their Danish and Saxon forefathers lived on the sea or in the open air, where distant objects attracted notice, while manufactures were few in number, and of workmanship involving close examination there was little or none. The imperfection of the means of lighting at night, the absence of books, and the ignorance of letters, led to drinking and story-telling, but led also to early rest, long sleep, and to a healthy form and construction of the eyes. It is only the strong development of studious tastes among our youth of late years that has rendered short-sightedness so common that we hardly think a scientific or literary man or woman complete without spectacles, or at least a pince-nez
